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DETAILED ACTION 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

The application has been amended as follows: Claim 13, line 1 1 has been amended to 
change the misspelling of "tilter" to -filter - Claim 23, line 1 1 has been amended to change the 
misspelling of "tilter" to - filter - 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-4, 6-16, 18-28, and 30-34 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Regarding claims 1, 
13, and 26, the prior art fails to teach or fairly suggest, in addition to the accompanying features 
of the claims, a charged particle beam apparatus and method comprising a means for controlling 
a charged particle beam so as to form an envelope having a predetermined configuration with at 
least one crossover point, wherein the controlling means positions the crossover point within a 
lower half of an axial distance. Regarding claims 1 1, 23, and 32, the prior art fails to teach or 
fairly suggest, in addition to the accompanying features of the claims, a charged particle beam 
apparatus and method comprising a means for controlling a charged particle beam so as to form 
an envelope having a predetermined configuration and a crossover point, wherein the controlling 
means controls the beam envelope so as to have a second crossover point positioned between the 
beam source and a filter. Claims 2-4, 6-10, 12, 14-16, 18-22, 24-25, 27-28, 30-31, and 33-34 are 
allowable by virtue of their dependency. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mary A. El-Shammaa whose telephone number is 703.308.0851. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30am-5:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John R. Lee can be reached on 703.308.41 16. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703.872.9317. 
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